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 Granicus Item # 21-0698  
Report to the 

Manitowoc Plan Commission 
 
Text in red is an update from the July meeting. 
 
Meeting Date:  July 28, 2021, August 25, 2021 
 
Report: The Building Inspection, City Attorney and Community Development departments have 
initiated the creation of a new ordinance section addressing the increase in the use of Portable 
Storage Units on properties.  The current code does not address these units at all.  The proposed 
ordinance has been modeled after other Wisconsin cities.   
 
The new ordinance prohibits long term use of the portable storage units in zoning districts which 
allow mainly residential uses, short term use of a storage unit is allowed, for example if someone 
is moving or remodeling their home and need to temporarily store items in dry, secure location 
the portable storage unit can be used. 
 
Permanent use will be allowed in the commercial and business districts but limited to 6 units at a 
time and permanent use is allowed in industrial districts with limit on the number of units. 
 
Amendments to the Chapter 15 Zoning Code require a public hearing at the Common Council 
meeting, the public hearing will be scheduled for August 16th. 
 
Based on input from the plan commission and further staff review a couple of edits were made to 
the ordinance.  Dumpsters were clarified removing them from the definition of portable storage 
units; the permit process for dumpsters will remain unchanged.  The site screening between 
residential districts and portable storage units was increased to 6 feet which is the typical height 
of a fence in a residential district. 
 
Fred Radandt, from Manitowoc Disposal and Recycling was contacted and he didn’t have any 
issues or concerns with the proposed ordinance. 
 
Recommendation:  Approve Section 15.370(32) of Municipal Code creating a section of the 
Zoning Code Regulating Portable Storage Units. 
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