
Granicus Item # 15-1278 
Report to the 

Manitowoc Plan Commission 
 
 
Date:  December 17, 2015 
 
Request:  PC 35-2015: Sign Me Up; Request for a Special Permit for the Replacement of One 
Animated and one Non-Animated Billboard located at 2902 Calumet Avenue pursuant to 
Municipal Code Sections 15.450 (18)e and 15.450(14)h(3) 
 
Reason for Request:  Section 15.450(14)h(3) allows a maximum of two billboard signs per 
property after issuance of a Special Permit from the Plan Commission.  Section 15.450(18) 
allows animated billboards after issuance of a Special Permit by the Plan Commission. 
 
Existing Land Use:  The property was the former location of All-States Rigging; the current 
land use is a similar business that moves heavy machinery.  In addition there is a commercial 
truck repair facility operating on the site.  Pennzoil quick lube oil change and Auto Zone 
businesses are to the east and a BP convenience store is to the west; Cher-Make and Schaus 
Roofing and Mechanical are across Calumet Avenue to the south. 
 
Existing Zoning:  I-2 Heavy Industrial 
 
Comprehensive Plan:  The proposed billboards are consistent with the current zoning code. 
 
Report:  A two sided static billboard was removed in early December and Sign Me Up is 
proposing to replace it with a two sided billboard with one face being animated and the other 
face being non-animated.  Each sign face will be 12’ x 24’ (288 s.f.); the east facing sign will be 
animated the west facing will be static.   
 
Section 15.450(14)h(3) requires that all billboards meet the following criteria: 

a. Billboard is not within 150 feet of a Residential Zone:  
- the billboard location meets the criteria. 

b. Does not face residences:  
- the billboard location is fine 

c. Does not exceed a total area of each sign face of 500 square feet and is not within 1,000 
feet of an existing billboard located on the same side of the same street from which said 
sign is intended to be read: 
-   the billboard meets both of the criteria 

d. The billboard is not incompatible with the general architectural lines and forms of nearby 
buildings and the character of the streetscape or area within which it is located:  
- billboard is replacing an existing billboard 

e. Does not obscure or interfere with the line of site or the ability to visually see an official 
traffic sign, signal or device:  
- proposed billboard will have an under clearance of 18’ 

f. Billboard does not result in adverse effects upon on neighboring properties or health, 
safety and general welfare of the public 
- proposed billboard is replacing an existing billboard, no adverse effect on 
neighboring properties. 

 

Pc 35-2015 Staff report to PC 



The Code requires a landscaped area equal to a minimum of two times the area of the sign. 
The faces of the billboard will be back to back, stacking of sign faces is not allowed. 
Section 15.450(18)e the Animated sign section.  Animated billboards are allowed after the 
issuance of a Special Permit by the Plan Commission.  Animated billboards in an I-2 industrial 
district are subject to the following conditions: 

a. 100 foot site distance from any existing single and two family residential land uses 
- Billboard is not within 100 feet of a residential land use 

b. Cannot be located within 100 feet of an existing or proposed intersection. 
- Billboard is not within 100 feet of an intersection  

 
 
Recommendation: Staff recommends to the Plan Commission that the Commission issue the 
Special Permits for the placement of one non-animated 12’ x 24’ billboard and one animated 12’ 
x 24’ billboard as depicted in the sign application for 2902 Calumet Avenue after the following 
items have been addressed i) all fees have been paid and support materials have been 
provided to the Building Inspection Department, and ii) a landscaping plan has been approved 
by the Planning Department.  
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Property Location 

Proposed Billboard 

sign Location 



20’ East 

18’ clearance 

Existing sign to 

be removed 

Proposed new billboard 

location 



240’ from 30th St 

178’ 

The location of the proposed billboard is: 
 

1. 20’ east of the existing billboard sign (to be removed) 

2. 25’ east of the west property line 

3. 178’ west of the east property line 

4. 8’ north of the Calumet Avenue ROW to the edge of 

the sign; 20’ to the sign pylon/steel post 

5. 240’ east of the nearest traffic signal at 30th St S 

6. 70’ west of the nearest driveway 

7. There is no billboard within 1,000’ in either direction  

on the same side of the street of Calumet Avenue 

SITE PLAN for Proposed Billboard at 2902 Calumet Avenue 

Proposed sign location 



I-2 Zoning District 
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