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Friends of the o
Manitowoc River
.. Watershed

Parkland Dedication Fund September 15, 2016

RE: Kayak launch at Lower Schuette Park

Dear Manitowoc Public Infrastructure Committee:

The Friends of the Manitowoc River Watershed (FMRW) formally adopted Lower
Schuette Park in 2014 and installed an ADA compliance kayak launch in 2016. A formal
dedication with a ribbon cutting occurred on June 22, 2016. The community-based group
has also constructed “Leopold” style benches and a kayak rack for the park.

The Friends of the Manitowoc River Watershed (FMRW) and Lakeshore Natural
Resource Partnership (LNRP) have been key partners involved in developing this kayak
launch project. As part of adopting the park, FMRW performs monthly walkthroughs of
the park, including the launch area, and notifies the City of any maintenance needed on
the launch or other park amenities.

We are proposing to add an easily accessible approach to the kayak launch that would
allow all users easy access from the parking lot over what is now a grassy area with a
small depression. We have received an engineering design and a material list from
Braun Building Center.

Total cost of the project is approximately $17,500 that includes the designs, material list,
labor, kayak rack, and benches. We are requesting $8,271.86 from the City of
Manitowoc’s Parkland Dedication Fund for materials. LNRP has committed a 50% match
to the project.

The mission of FMRW is to connect people to the Manitowoc River in order to increase
awareness, appreciation and use of the river. The group developed the plan to increase
river access through the creation of a Kayak/Canoe launch at Lower Schuette Park. We
hope you will consider our proposal worthy of funding. We are ready to begin
construction of the approach as soon as funding is secured.

Sincerely, - /
Fon

James Kettler, Executive Director

Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership
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FMRW adopts Lower Schuette Park

In the winter of 2013, the Friends of the
Manitowoc River Watershed (FMRW), along
with Bethany Lutheran, Dream Academy, and
the Sunrise Optimists Clubs, adopted Lower
Schuette Park in the City of Manitowoc on the

Manitowoc River.

Opportunities - With over 65.17 acres
(combined Upper and Lower Schuette Park),

REPORT SUMMARY

The purpose of this report is to:

« Present current state of Lower
Schuette Park

. Present “wish list” for future projects

. Start dialog on funding and
accomplishing some of the projects

this park has a lot of potential. The Ice Age
Trail runs through the park, a new kayak
launch has been installed, and there is abun-
dant access to the Manitowoc River. A goal
would be to draw more people to the park.

Concerns - Graffiti and vandalism are preva-
lent in the park and there are no rest room
facilities in the lower portion of the park.
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ADA Kayak Launch
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Ice Age Trall

Excellent Access to
the River for Fishing

6 miles of Hiking/
Biking Trails

Scenic views of the
Manitowoc River




Map of Henry Schuette Park. (source: City of Manitowoc Webpage).

KAYAK LAUNCH INSTALLED

An American with Disabilities Act (ADA)
compliant kayak/canoe launch was installed on
the Manitowoc River in Lower Schuette Park for
a trial run in the Fall 2015. It will be installed in
the Spring of 2016 for the paddling season.

The launch will make it easier to get in and
launch their vessels, especially for those with
disabilities and children.

The launch was funded through the Knowles-
Nelson Stewardship Program, the Wisconsin
DNR, FMRW, and LNRP. It was installed by and
will be maintained by the City of Manitowoc.




Areas of Concern

~ Stair Cases Need Repair

The set of stairs leading from Lower to

i Upper Schuette Park are in need of repair
and are currently closed. A railing would
be a bonus! Other than car, there is no
safe way to get between the 2 parks.

The stairs pictured are located at the star
on the map on page 2. They are very diffi-
cult to use. Some of the logs have turned
. forward, causing a tripping hazard, espe-
i cially when they are wet. The height be-

“{ tween the steps is very inconsistent, mak-
"2 ing it hard to get down and harder to pull
yourself up.

Additional Projects

o Graffiti - Needs to be cleaned off
benches, signs, and pavement
(Pictures 1 and 2)

« Exercise Course - Is falling apart
and unusable. Probably should be
removed for safety reasons. The
sign in Picture 2 is an example of
the condition of the entire course.

Y o Ruts in Trails - There are deep ruts
in many of the trails (in these pic-
tures they may be filled with leaves).
(Pictures 3, 4, 5, and 6).

e Benches are in need of repair and
painting. (Pictures 4 and 7).

« Not utilized by the public to its full
potential. What sorts of activities ap-
peal to the public and keep the
park’s natural landscape?




Wish List

« Improved garbage and recycling bins

¢ Restroom facilities, permanent or Port-a-Potty

o Gravel Approach - Install a direct gravel
approach (maybe even car accessible to drop off
kayaks and kayakers). A straight approach
located at the photo at right would be ideal. This
project would require an expensive wetland
delineation and require raising funds.

o Kayak Rack - Install a kayak rack for temporary
storage of vessels while enjoying the park.

Volunteer Opportunities

. Trail maintenance, improvements,
and brush trimming

. Invasive species mapping and
removal

. Native plantings

« Moving gravel to fill trail ruts

The boardwalk is an area that is very over-
grown in the summer months. Many of the
trails become extremely overgrown as well.
Both need to be better maintained during
the summer months.
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