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Where Ships Climb The Mountain...

July 20, 2017

CONS
Great Lakes and St. Lawrence @ e

Cities Initiative

20 North Wacker Drive
Suite 2700

Chicago, IL 60606

Attention: David Ullrich, Executive Director and Co-Chair
Dear Mr. Ullrich.:

Re: Designation of the NOAA Wisconsin-Lake Michigan National Marine
Sanctuary

Please be advised Thorold City Council, atits July 18, 2017 meeting, adopted the following
resolution:

Whereas, Wisconsin's Great Lakes contain some of the Nation’s most
important natural, cultural, and recreational resources: and

Whereas, in 2014 Governor Walker submitted a successful sanctuary nomination to the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) on behalf of the State of
Wisconsin and the coastal communities in the proposed sanctuary; and

Whereas, in January 2017, based on the sanctuary nomination, NOAA proposed
designation of the 1,075 square-mile Wisconsin-Lake Michigan National Marine Sanctuary
which would protect 37 historic shipwrecks and related underwater heritage sites.
Eighteen of the sites are listed on the National Register of Historic Places, and archival
research indicates that as many as 80 shipwrecks are yet to be discovered: and

Whereas, the State of Wisconsin and local communities have invested in documenting,
preserving, and celebrating Wisconsin's rich maritime heritage; and
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Designation of the NOAA Wisconsin-Lake Michigan National Marine Sanctuary

Whereas, NOAA'’s National Marine Sanctuary System was established in 1972, and today
the program serves as the trustee for a system of 13 national marine sanctuaries and two
national monuments encompassing more than 600,000 square miles of ocean and Great

Lakes water; and

Whereas, national marine sanctuaries draw regional, national and international tourism,
impact regional and local economies, and are featured and promoted in national
magazines, journals, books, and films; and

Whereas, national marine sanctuaries support a wide variety of educational programs to
share the history of Great Lakes shipwrecks with the public and promote science,
technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM); and

Whereas, national marine sanctuaries protect nationally significant resources, such as
Wisconsin's Great Lakes shipwrecks; and support research and documentation to better
understand, protect, and increase public appreciation and access to the well-preserved
shipwrecks; and

Whereas, the proposed Wisconsin-Lake Michigan National Marine Sanctuary would
leverage the investment made by the State and Mid-Lake Michigan harbor towns to
enhance tourism as a key component of economic development in the State and this
region; and

Whereas, local resources and infrastructure may be used in partnership with NOAA to
complement and enhance a national marine sanctuary in the State.

Now, therefore, be it resolved, that the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities [nitiative
endorses and strongly supports the designation of the “Lake Michigan —~ Wisconsin
National Marine Sanctuary” on behalf of the State of Wisconsin; the Cities of Two Rivers,
Manitowoc, Sheboygan, Port Washington and Mequon; and Manitowoc, Sheboygan, and
Ozaukee Counties currently under consideration by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.
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Yours truly,

V) Dolecduo
Donna Delvecchio
City Clerk

DD:cd

€Cl M. Diiwaria, Director of Development and Engineering Services/Acting Chief Administrative Officer, City of Thorold
V. Badawey, MP, Niagara Centre

The Honorable Scott Walker, Governor, Office of the Governor, Wisconsin
City of Two Rivers, Wisconsin

\/ City of Manitowoc, Wisconsin
City of Sheboygan, Wisconsin
City of Port Washington, Wisconsin
City of Mequon, Wisconsin
County of Manitowoe, Wisconsin
County of Sheboygan, Wisconsin
County of Ozaukes, Wisconsin

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration {NOAA)




