Granicus Item #21-1037
Report to the
Manitowoc Plan Commission

Meeting Date: October 27, 2021

Request: PC 43-2021: Schwalbe; Request to Purchase City-Owned Property, Corner of
Cleveland Avenue and Maritime Drive.

Existing Land Use for Subject Property: Residential

Existing Zoning for Subject Property: R-3 Single Family - Schwalbe Property, P-1
Conservancy for the City owned parcel.

Report: Doug and Jodi Schwalbe, 123 Cleveland Avenue are interested in purchasing some City
owned property that is to the east of them. The materials provided by the Schwalbe’s and
attached to this report explain their request in detail.

The Schwalbe’s request is to acquire a 20’ x 150’ strip (3,000 s.f.) east of their residence which
is an area that they currently maintain. During the discussion with staff the idea was brought up
if it was beneficial for the City to sell a larger area which is approximately 5,150 s.f.. The larger
area would be a triangular shaped piece which is too small for development and is also
encumbered with the utilities running through it. Currently the City cuts the grass and shovels the
sidewalk along Cleveland Avenue.

A 24” sanitary sewer and an underground electric line are located in the subject parcel; the utilities
also cut through a portion of the Schwalbe’s current lot.

Steve Bacalzo from MPU was contacted to see if they had any concerns with the City selling the
property, staff has not heard back from MPU at the time of this report.

Community Development, Engineering and Parks discussed the request and none of the
department’s voiced any concerns with selling either the strip of land or selling to the west right
of way line of Maritime Drive. Easements would need to be acquired or updated as a contingency
to any sale. A 15’ easement symmetrical on the sanitary would be required in case the line has
to be reconstructed. Staff is waiting for a response from MPU for their input.

Recommendation: Approve i) the request to sell the City-owned property to the west right-of-
way line of Maritime Drive, ii) buyer, at their cost, to provide any easements and descriptions as
required for the existing utilities, iii) instruct the City Attorney’s Office to complete all items related
to the sale.
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October 13, 2021
Members of the Manitowoc Plan Commission and Planning Dept. Staff

RE: Property at 123 Cleveland Ave

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Request: We’d like to discuss the possibility of acquiring City-owned property adjacent
to our home at 123 Cleveland Ave. Approx. 20’ x 150’ area.

Reason: We would like to construct a retaining wall at the top of hill to stabilize our
property, make grass cutting easier, and improve the overall appearance of landscaped
area. We are also putting considerable time and effort into improving the plantings on
the hill and would like to continue to do so.

History: This hill was maintained in the past by several Cleveland Avenue neighbors.
They have not been able to work on that hillside in approx. 10 years due to health
reasons. We contacted City arborist, Al Rehme, to ask about maintaining that sloped
property. He said the City does not have any plans for that and welcomed us to take on
the task. He asked us to sign a waiver to “volunteer” on that hill, which we did in 2019.

We reached out to Dan Koski, Paul Braun, and Adam Tegan in August of this year
regarding the prospect of formally adopting this hillside. No major objections were
mentioned, but the possibility of added easements were mentioned and the fact that this
would start at the Plan Commission Level.

An idea to discuss was brought about by Paul Braun. He asked if extending our property
line to the Memorial Drive R.O.W. is something we would consider, therefore
eliminating the need for City grass cutting and snow removal in that area. We would like
to better understand what that would mean for us. Added tax impact, possible upcoming
assessments, road projects, etc....

We are looking forward to our discussion.

//\I
Thank You Sincerely, / ,/ !

Doug and Jodi Schwalbe: (Resident/owners of 123 Cleveland Ave.

Enclosures: Survey Map with Retaining wall sketch, City Utilities map, photographs.
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