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Granicus Item # 19-1250 
Report to the 

Manitowoc Plan Commission 
 
 
Meeting Date:  November 20, 2019 
 
Request:  PC 38-2019: Dabbco LLC; Request for a Special Permit for an Animated Sign in an I-
1 Light Industrial District located at 2035 S 30th Street. 
 
Reason for Request:  The placement of an animated sign requires the issuance of a Special 
Sign permit from the Plan Commission. 
 
Existing Land Use for Subject Property:  Industrial / Warehouse 
 
Existing Zoning for Subject Property:  I-2 Heavy Industrial 
 
Surrounding Property Land Uses and Zoning 
 

Direction Existing Land Use Existing Zoning 
North, East, South Industrial I-2 Heavy Industrial 

West Industrial, Retail I-1 Light Industrial 
 
 
Report:  Terry Dab from Dabbco LLC would like to erect an animated wall sign at 2035 S. 30th 
Street.  The animated sign measures 5.5’ X 1.4’ for 7.7 square feet which is under the maximum 
animated square feet allowed for an animated sign.  The non-animated portion of the sign is 6’ x 
4’ for 24 square feet.  An animated sign cannot be more than 30% of the area of the total sign; 
this sign meets those requirements. 
 
The sign would be affixed to the west wall of the building.  The building is a former warehouse 
terminal with office support space.  A retail business is planning to open in the former office 
space of the building.  The sign will face west towards the convenience store across S. 30th 
Street. 
 
Compliance Analysis:  The site is located in the I-1 zoning district which allows for an animated 
sign to be erected.  The following is a list of requirements for an animated sign that must be 
complied with or otherwise waived by the Plan Commission.   
 
    
 A. 15.450(12)(j)  ● Maximum of one (1) on-premise ground sign per 
business or activity.  Not Applicable because the sign is a wall sign not a ground sign.  
      
 B. 15.450(14)(h)3. ● “I-1" district allows for wall, ground sign and animated 
signs pursuant to 15.450(18). Maximum total combined sf is 500sf. The proposed sign complies 
with this restriction. 
  
 C. 15.450(18)(g)6(A) ● A minimum 100 feet of sight distance between existing 
single and two family residential uses and the sign.  The sign is not near any residential uses, all 
the adjacent uses are either industrial or commercial. 
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 D. 15.450(18)(g)9&10 ● The animated portion of the sign shall not be within 100’ 
of a signalized intersection.  The sign is not within 100’ of a signal, the nearest signal is 
approximately 200’ away. 
  
 E. 15.450(18)(c)8. ● Landscape requirement is not applicable for this project.. 
  
 F. 15.450(18)(h)2. ● The animated portion of the sign shall not exceed 30% of 
any non-animated sign permitted or 30 sf/sign face. The sign does not exceed 30% of the non-
animated signs. 
 
Content Neutrality: based on the relatively recent Supreme Court Case Reed v. Town of Gilbert, 
signs can’t be regulated differently, based on their content.  In other words if the text on the sign 
has to be read in order to know how to regulate it the sign ordinance is not legal. 
 
 
Recommendation:  Approval of the Special Permit for the animated sign as depicted in the 
sign permit application. 
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