
Granicus Item #15-1113 
Report to the 

Manitowoc Plan Commission 
 
 
Date:  October 28, 2015 
 
Request:  Vacation of a portion of Plank Road. 
 
Reason for Request:  Per Statute a City initiated street vacation shall follow the procedures as 
stated in §66.1003(4).  On September 22, 2015 the Common Council’s Public Infrastructure 
Committee recommended that staff begin the vacation process. 
 
Existing Land Use:  Unused street right of way.  Land to the north is an undeveloped farm field 
in the Town of Manitowoc Rapids; the land to the south is an undeveloped field in the City of 
Manitowoc. 
 
Existing Zoning:  Adjacent zoning in the City of Manitowoc is zoned R-4 Single and Two 
Family 
 
Comprehensive Plan:  Right of way is shown on the Transportation Facilities map. 
 
Report:  The Public Infrastructure Committee has instructed staff to initiate the street vacation 
process for Plank Road.  There will not be a change to the official map, the right of way will 
remain on the official map until future development occurs. 
 
The abutting property owner, Town of Manitowoc Rapids and the City’s Department of Public 
Infrastructure have been discussing the Plank Road corridor for past couple of years during 
which time the road has been closed to traffic.  The owner, Town and City are all in agreement 
to vacate the street, the City is concerned with liability issues even though the road way is 
closed individuals are walking or bicycling on the road which is in very poor condition. 
 
The Town of Manitowoc Rapids has already vacated their portion of right of way from 
Homestead Road south to the existing City Limits line.  The City will vacate the portion from the 
City Limits to the west line of Benley Manor Apartments. 
 
The City will retain easement rights along the Plank Road corridor. 
 
Site Assessment  The Official Map Street pattern will remain until a future development pattern 
is established.  Keeping the area on the Official Map will also retain a connection to the existing 
dedicated but unimproved north – south street that runs along the west edge of the Riverridge 
and Haupt Subdivisions. 
  
Timeline 

• Plan Commission considers city-initiated vacation. (October 28th) 
• City files and records Notice of Lis Pendens. 
• Per Statute: City introduces vacation resolution at November 16 Council meeting. 
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• Council schedules required public hearing not less than 40 days after the date of 
introducing the vacation resolution, notices served on abutting property (Public Hearing 
scheduled for January 18th Council meeting. 
 

 
Recommendation:  Recommend to Plan Commission their final approval of the city 
initiated street vacation for Plank Road and instruct staff to move forward with the 
vacation pursuant to state statutes.   
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