
PC Report Sonnenburg 

Granicus Item #18-0199 
Report to the 

Manitowoc Plan Commission 

Meeting Date:  February 28, 2018  NOTE: There was not a quorum for the Feb 28th meeting: 
the item was placed onto the March 28, 2018 Commission for formal action.

Report Print Date: February 23, 2018; 1:28 PM 

Request:  PC 5-2018 Sonnenburg Builders; Request for a Special Permit for an Animated Sign 
in a C-1 Commercial Zoning District located 2125 N. Rapids Road  

Reason for Request:  Creative Sign Company, on behalf of Sonnenburg Builders, would like to 
erect an animated sign on the site and in the C-1 Commercial District.  Pursuant to section 
15.450(18)b(1.)B. the Plan Commission shall be authorized to issue a Special Permit for 
the placement of an animated sign. 

Existing Land Use for Subject Property:  A building contractor’s shop, office and 
showroom occupy the building. 

Existing Zoning for Subject Property:  C-1 Commercial 

Surrounding Property Land Uses and Zoning 
Direction Existing Land Use Existing Zoning 
North, 
South 
West 

Vacant, business, commercial B-3 General Business

East Single and Two Family R-6 Multiple Family

Comprehensive Plan:  Future Land Use Map indicates the property as General Business. 

Consistency Analysis 
Although § 66.1001, Wis. Stats. does not specifically require Special Use Permits to meet the 
“Consistency Requirement,” it is sound planning practice to consider the policies and 
recommendations of the Comprehensive Plan when reviewing such requests.  Although the 
policies and recommendations of the Comprehensive Plan do not specifically address signage, 
the current use and animated sign are consistent with the other uses along the N. Rapids Road 
corridor. 

Report:  Sonnenburg Builders would like to remove an outdated manual reader board sign and 
replace it with a single faced animated sign; the sign would be legible to north bound vehicles 
(south-facing sign).  In addition to the animated sign the owner will update the existing non-
animated sign faces and repaint the sign structure. 

Site Assessment: Sonnenburg Builders is located on the east side of N. Rapids Road south of 
Menasha Avenue, their property measures 1.357 acres with 211 feet of frontage.  The proposed 
animated sign is 9’ 3” wide X 3’ 5” high for a total of 27’ 5” square feet.   The sign code allows 
up to 30% of the existing non-animated sign square footage or 30 square feet maximum for 
animated signs. 
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Compliance Analysis:  The site is located in the C-1 zoning district which allows for an animated 
sign to be erected.  The following is a list of requirements for an animated sign that must be 
complied with or otherwise waived by the Plan Commission.   

A. 15.450(12)(j) ● Maximum of one (1) on-premise ground sign per
business or activity.  Only one animated sign is
proposed.

B. 15.450(14)(h)3. ● “C-1" district allows for ground sign and animated
signs pursuant to 15.450(18). Maximum total
combined sf is 500sf. The proposed sign complies
with this restriction.

C. 15.450(18)(g)6(A) ● A minimum 100 feet of sight distance between
existing single and two family residential uses and
the sign.  The sign does not face any residential
uses.

D. 15.450(18)(g)9&10 ● The animated portion of the sign shall not be
within 100’ of a signalized intersection.  The sign is 
not within 100’ of a signal, the nearest signal is 
approximately 850’ away. 

E. 15.450(18)(c)8. ● Landscape requirement is applicable for this
project. Two times the sign area.  The owner is
working with staff on a landscaping plan that meets
the code.

F. 15.450(18)(h)2. ● The animated portion of the sign shall not exceed
30% of any non-animated sign permitted or 30
sf/sign face. The sign does not exceed 30% of the
non-animated signs and is 27.5 sf which is under
the maximum allowable animated square footage.

Recommendation:  The Community Development Department recommends that the 
Commission issue the Special Permit for the animated sign as depicted in the sign application 
packet. 












