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Granicus Item # 21-0575 
Report to the 

Manitowoc Plan Commission 
 
 
Meeting Date:  June 23, 2021 
 
Reason for Request:  PC 22-2021: Lamar Advertising; Request for Special Permit for a 
Proposed Animated Billboard, 4744 S. Rapids Road. 
 
Existing Land Use for Subject Property:  Industrial  
 
Existing Zoning for Subject Property:  I-1 Light Industrial 
 
Surrounding Property Land Uses and Zoning 
 

Direction Existing Land Use Existing Zoning 
North, East, South, West Industrial I-1 Light Industrial 

 
 
Report:  Lamar Advertising Company is looking to convert the north face of an existing billboard 
structure from static to animated.  The support structure will also have to be upgraded to support 
the additional weight of the animated sign.  The size of the proposed animated billboard will 
remain the same as the existing static sign; 11’ x 23’ = 253 s.f. 
 
Section 15.450(18)g grants the Plan Commission authority to issue special permits for animated 
signs. 
 
In the I-1 Light Industrial District a maximum of two off-premises or billboard signs per property 
may be permitted upon approval of the City Plan Commission provided the signs meet all of the 
following requirements: Text in italics are responses to the requirements. 
 
A. Is not within 150 feet of a Residential Zoning District; (the billboard is not within 150’ of a 
residential zoning district) 
 
B. Does not face residences located in, or adjacent to, a Residential Zoning District; (the billboard 
does not face residences) 
 
C. Does not exceed a total area on each face of 500 square feet, and is not within 1,000 feet of 
an existing off-premises or billboard sign located on the same side of the same street from which 
said sign is intended to be read; (the billboard is existing and meets the separation and total area 
requirements) 
 
D. Is not incompatible with the general architectural lines and forms of nearby buildings and the 
character of the streetscape or area within which it is to be located; (the sign location is existing 
and will be the same size) 
 
E. Does not obstruct, obscure, or otherwise physically interfere with the line of sight or the ability 
to visually see an official traffic sign, signal or device, or obstruct or physically interfere with the 
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driver’s view of approaching, merging or intersecting traffic; and (the location is existing, the sign 
meets this requirement) 
 
F. Does not result in adverse effects upon neighboring properties or the health, safety and general 
welfare of the public. (the location is existing, the sign meets this requirement) 
 
The animated sign does not interfere with any signal lights in the area. 
 
Lamar shall provide a landscaped setting of ornamental shrubs, flowers, groundcover and other 
acceptable landscape materials, defined under MMC 15.690(1)(a), in a ground area equal to a 
minimum of two times the area of the sign (inclusive of border and trim, but excluding the base or 
apron, supports and other structural members); 
 
Lamar shall submit a landscape plan to the City Planning Department that meets all applicable 
requirements under MMC 15.690(9)(a); said plan shall be subject to a site plan review fee under 
MMC 15.370(2)(b); and 
 
Recommendation:  Approval of the Special Permit for the animated sign as depicted in the sign 
permit application. 
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